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Certificate of Mailing 
I hereby certify that this correspondence (along with 
any documents referred to as attached or enclosed) 
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with sufficient postage as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner of 
Patents, Washington, DC 20231, on August 29, 
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Gilberto Hernandez, Reg. No. 46,483 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 
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accordance with 37 CFR §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the references listed ogthe attached 
Form PTO-1449 are being brought to the attention of the Examiner for consideration in connection 
with the examination of the above-identified patent application. 

The references listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449 were previously identified in U.S. 
Patent Application No. 09/653,837 filed September 1, 2000, the parent application(s) of the 
present application and copies of those references were mrnished at that time. Accordingly, 
additional copies of the references are not submitted herewith, so as not to burden the file and 
Examiner with duplicate and voluminous copies of previously submitted references. However, 
should the Examiner wish, Applicant's will provide copies of the references upon a request by 
the Examiner. 

Additionally, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.98(a)(3)(i), Applicants submit the following 
explanations of the relevance, as presently understood by Applicants, of the following listed non- 
English Japanese patents: 
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Japanese patent No. JP 63-175987 issued July 20, 1988 relates to a bar part 
and a null part constituting the bar code recording member that cannot be identified 
with the naked eye but can be easily identified and read only by the infrared ray. 
Namely, one of the bar part and the null part has a reflectivity to infrared rays and 
the other has an absorptivity, thereby, data recorded by the combination of the bar 
part and the null part, which cannot be identified with naked eye, can be read by the 
radiation and the reflection of the infrared ray. 

Japanese patent Nos. JP 64-87395, JP 64-87396 and JP 64-87397 all issued 
March 3 1, 1989 relate to a magnetic recording layer that is formed on the surface of 
a card base substrate comprising a portion of a prepaid card. An infrared reflecting 
layer is formed on top of the magnetic recording layer. A shield layer transmissible 
to infrared is formed on the infrared reflecting layer. This pattern may be bar code 
pattern information. Further, a transparent protective layer is formed on the shield 
layer. 

Japanese patent No. JP 3-290780 issued December 20, 1991 relates to an 
invention where by attaching a thin film composed of indium-stannum oxide or 
stannum oxide onto a substrate, or coupling the powder of indium-stannum oxide 
or of stannum oxide onto the substrate by coupling agent resin, a steres bar code is 
provided that is completely colorless and transparent in the visible light area. 
When the substrate of an ID card travels through a slit and the steres bar code are 
irradiated with infrared rays from a light emitting diode, the infrared rays 
irradiating the steres bar code are reflected and the infrared rays irradiating the 
substrate are transmitted and detected by a photodetector. Thus, secrecy can be 
sufficiently held and the forgery can be prevented. 

Japanese patent No. JP 4-303692 issued Oct. 27, 1992 relates to an 
invention where on a substrate, a thermal recording layer, an ultraviolet light 
absorbing layer, and a shielding layer transmissible to an infrared light for making 
said thermal recording layer invisible, are successively laminated. When 
information is recorded on the thermal recording layer by color patterns, such as 
bar codes, characters, and numerals, the colored portion of patterns absorbs the 
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infrared light, and the uncolored portion reflects the infrared light at a high ratio. 
The pattern can be read by the difference in contrast. A visible light to the 
thermal recording layer is interrupted by the hiding layer, whereby the 
information on the thermal recording layer is prevented from being visually read. 

Japanese Patent JP 6-183187 issued July 5, 1994 relates to a card and an 
identification device which can prevent the card from being unfairly used. A 
signature for identifying an owner of a card is recorded on a transparent transfer 
ink acceptive layer by using transparent ink, an unfair user of the card cannot see 
a form of the signature. A recognition device irradiates an area including the 
signature written by using fluorescent ink or infrared absorption ink of the card 
with ultraviolet light or infrared light. A clerk of a shop where the card is used 
can then identify the form of the invisible signature written on the card with the 

identification device. 

Japanese patent No. JP 6-191137 issued July 12, 1994 relates to a data 
carrying sheet that is produced by printing data patterns with a thickness of 2 m 
on a medium wherein a phosphate type white crystal (infrared absorbing 
substance) powder is dispersed in a sheet base material using white infrared 
reflecting ink and printing color images on the patterns using four color process 
inks having properties pervious to infrared rays. Since the data patterns are thin, 
the visual observation of the data patterns from the surface shapes of the patterns 
become difficult and, since the medium and the patterns are the same color 
system, the visual observation of the patterns from a hue also become difficult. 
Since the medium absorbs infrared rays but the data patterns reflect infrared rays, 
the mechanical reading of the data patterns due to infrared rays becomes possible. 

Japanese patent No. JP 7-173358 issued July 11, 1995 relates to an 
invention whose objective is to obtain a heat-ray shielding resin plate having 
excellent transparency, heat-ray shielding effect, producible at a low cost by 
compounding a transparent resin with specific amounts of carbon black and an 
infrared absorber. This resin plate is produced by compounding a transparent 
resin with (A) 0.01-0.3g/m 2 of a carbon black such as carbon black graft polymer 
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and (B) 0.04-1.5g/m 2 of an infrared absorber such as polymethine dye and 
pyrylium dye. Preferably, the component B is selected to give a minimum light 
transmittance of <=20% at 700-1400 nm wavelength in a polymethyl 
methacrylate plate containing 150 ppm of the component B and having a 
thickness of 3mm. 

Japanese patent No. JP 7-205569 issued August 8, 1995 relates to an area 
of a pattern layer of visual information, a printing layer formed by a transparent 
invisible ink which contains an infrared absorbent and can be discriminated in an 
infrared area. The printing layer is covered by a transparent protection layer. 

Japanese patent No. JP 10-129161 issued May 19, 1998 relates to a bar 
code that is formed of infrared absorbing ink and printed on the surface of a card 
substrate, and information such as password is recorded therewith. Since the code 
is transparent for visible light, a person cannot directly observe the code, therefore 
its falsification or forgery can be prevented. The code is protected by a 
transparent layer. 

Japanese patent No. JP 1 1-227367 issued August 24, 1999 relates to an ID 
card that includes a card base material, a sublimation dye layer having a character 
information display region or an image information display region. A data 
recording region is coded by a mechanically readable code, for which an invisible 
infrared ray absorbing ink is used. The card is protected by a transparent layer, so 
that characters in the region and images in the region are visible to the human 
eyes. 

Applicant notes that a translation of JP 64-4934 issued January 10, 1989 is also included in 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3)(H). If the Examiner requests translations of any of the non- 
English references that are cited, Applicants will obtain and provide the requested non-English 

references to the Examiner. 

Applicants submit that this Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted before the 
mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. Therefore, Applicants submit that no fee or 
certification is necessary for consideration of the cited references pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.97. 
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Also, there is reserved the right to later set forth how the instant invention is distinguished 
over the disclosure of any reference or other art, including the disclosures of those references and 
other information discussed herein, that may be cited by the Examiner in rejecting a claim in the 
instant patent application. 

The citation of the above documents and other information is not to be construed as an 
assertion that more pertinent art could not possibly be in existence. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner indicate consideration of the cited references 
by returning a copy of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 with initials or other appropriate remarks. 

If a fee is determined to be due in order for this Information Disclosure Statement to be 
considered by the Examiner, the Commissioner is authorized to charge any required fee under 37 
C.F.R. §1.17 to Deposit Account No. 13-0206. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Date: August 29, 2002 Gilberto Hernandez, Reg. No. 46,483 

MCDERMOTT, WILL & EMERY 

227 West Monroe Street 

Chicago, Illinois 60606-5096 

tel.no.: (312)372-2000 

fax.no. (312)984-7700 
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